B. Writing a Narrative Paragraph

1- Definition of a Narrative Paragraph
*A narrative paragraph tells a story that is meaningful and significant. Usually, you write a narrative to share an important event. The details in the paragraph should answer the following important questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why? And how?
It is usually told in time sequence with a definite beginning, middle and end. Narrative paragraphs often describe events from the writer's life.
*The first sentence in the paragraph-the topic sentence-gives background information about the story. The writer introduces the characters and prepares readers for the action that will come.

*A narrative paragraph
. tells a story
. gives background information in the opening sentence(s)
. has a beginning, a middle (climax), and an end
. entertains and informs

*A narrative paragraph must contain transitions. Transitions are phrases or words used to connect one idea to the next. These special words help the writer develop a logical, unified paragraph. The most common transition words used in narrative writing include:

	after 
afterwards 
before 
during 
earlier 
	eventually 
first 
in the meantime 
later 
meanwhile 
	next 
now 
once 
second 
soon 
	sooner 
then 
today 
until 
when 






2- The Characteristics of a Narrative Paragraph
*Narrative paragraphs have special characteristics and points to keep in mind when you are writing them. They are:
 The topic sentence consists of a memorable or significant event to entertain, inform and/or persuade the readers.
 The supporting points and details include:
◦ point of view (usually the author’s).
◦ characters (protagonist, supporting characters, antagonist...).
◦ setting (place and time).
◦ imagery (to help the reader imagine the characters and setting).
◦ plot (including conflict, climax and ending).
 The paragraph follows time order (a chronological order).
 The paragraph contains time expressions (e.g. “When I was ten...”, “Last Friday...,” while, after, then, during, etc.).
 The verbs are usually in past tenses.

3- Examples of a Narrative Paragraph
[image: ] Podium: platform
1. What is the beginning of the main action or problem in this narrative paragraph?
The writer has to make a speech in front of the class, and she is afraid of public speaking. To help overcome her fear, the writer practiced her speech with notes in three different situations.
*After the beginning part, you will find the middle part of the story. This is where the main action or problem occurs.

2. What was the main action or problem? What happened?
The main action is the speech. When the writer stood in front of the class, she discovered that she had biology notes instead of speech notes.
*The end of the story gives the final action or result. If there is a problem or conflict in the story, the solution is presented here.

3. Does the story have a happy or a sad ending? Does the author learn anything from this experience?
The story has a happy ending. Because the writer practiced the speech so many times, she remembered it without her notes. The writer learnt that she has the ability to make a speech in front of a group.
4. Find out the transitions.

Europe - Here I Come
	My first trip abroad was very exciting. When I was planning my trip, I looked for the cheapest airfare to Europe. Once I booked my flight, I concentrated on getting the things I needed for my month long adventure, including a passport and a Eurail pass. I decided that a backpack was the only luggage that I would need, so I bought a big one and jammed everything into it. On the day I left, I was excited and also a bit nervous because this was going to be my first trip without my parents. The flight there was much longer than I had expected, but once I arrived, I was hooked on Europe. I landed first in Amsterdam, and over the next month, I visited ten European cities from London to Rome. Everywhere I went, there were lots of young people from all over the world. We often travelled together, and we had some great times. We travelled by train and stayed in cheap hotels and youth hostels. My parents were horrified when I returned home and told them some of my stories, but I will never forget that trip. In short, although trips like this have become common for people of my generation, it was an unforgettable adventure for me.
*Eurail pass: a discounted ticket that allows travellers to go anywhere in Europe by train within a certain time period 
*to jam: to put a lot into a small space
*hooked on: addicted to, in love with

4- Exercise:
Everybody has memorable experiences. Write a narrative paragraph on one of the following topics:
- A terrible day
- An accident
- A wish that came true
- A strange encounter (meeting)
- A serious mistake
- An event that changed your life
- An obstacle
- The beginning of a relationship
- The ending of a relationship
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EXAMPLE PARAGRAPH

Endof story

1 never thougft | could o it but | finally
conguered my fear of public speaking

My Englsh teacher gave the assignment
(1o speak fr thee minutes in font of

my class) at the beginning ofthe semester.
and | worried about it or two month.
have always been affaid of makinga speech
in public. | wrote al of my ideas on note
cards. | practiced my speech with my notes
in front of a miror in front of my dog. and
in front of my husband. Would | be able
to make my speech i front of my class?
‘When the day of my speech came. | was
feady s | reached the podiu, |looked
at my audience and smiled. Then | locked
down at my note cards. At that moment,

I realize that | had the wrong information
These were the nots for my biology test
ot the information about my speech! |
closed my eyes and took a deep breath
Suddenly. | began the speech. To my
surprse, the words lowed from my mouth.
“Three minutes lter, it was over. Everyore
applauded my speech thatday, and | lft
the podium feelng ke a winner.




