III. The Types of Paragraphs
A. Writing a Descriptive Paragraph
	There are four common types of paragraphs that you need to know about: descriptive, narrative, comparative, and argumentative. A paragraph is a group of sentences dealing with a certain topic.
I. The Parts of a Paragraph
1. The topic sentence introduces the main idea of the paragraph. It tells the reader what the paragraph will be about.
2. The supporting sentences make up the body of the paragraph. You should develop and support the main idea of the paragraph by giving facts, details, and examples. All of the supporting sentences in the paragraph must relate to the topic sentence. Do not include irrelevant details.
3. The concluding sentence is the last sentence in a paragraph. It repeats the main idea of your paragraph in other words.

II. The Descriptive Paragraph: the descriptive paragraph describes people, animals, places, or things. The purpose of a descriptive paragraph is to make our readers see, feel, and hear what we have seen, felt, and heard. Whether we are describing a person, an animal, a place, or a thing, our aim is to reveal a subject through vivid and carefully selected details.
*Read the following example of a descriptive paragraph.
The Camel
	Some people might say that the camel is an ugly creature, but in fact, it is a remarkable animal. It has a floppy hump in the middle of its back, big teeth, a strong smell, and long legs as thin as sticks. Its natural habitat is the desert where there is little water and a lot of hot sand. Yet the camel can survive these difficult conditions because it is built for them. It can exist for long periods on the fat stored in its hump and by eating the thorny plants of the desert; it has pads on its feet, knees, and chest so that it can endure the hot sand whether it is standing or sitting. Do not be deceived by appearances. You may think the camel ugly, but its qualities go far beyond its looks.
(*floppy: flexible  /  *hump: a rounded fleshy mass    /   *habitat: natural home  /           *pad: a cushion like mass of soft material used for comfort and protection.) 
* The Characteristics of the Descriptive Paragraph
Descriptive paragraphs usually have the following characteristics:
 The first sentence introduces the topic.
 The last sentence gives general information based on what has been written before.
 They use rich language and a lot of adjectives.
 They have comparisons to help describe the topic.
 They use language that appeals to the senses (describe what the object looks like*size-shape-colour*, sounds like, feels like, smells like...etc.)
 The tense used is mostly the PRESENT SIMPLE.

*Exercise 1: Look at the paragraph about the camel [image: ] again and answer the following questions:
1. Copy the topic sentence of the paragraph.
____________________________________________________________________
2. Copy the concluding sentence of the paragraph.
____________________________________________________________________
3. Find at least 4 adjectives in the paragraph.
____________________________________________________________________
4. Find one sentence that appeals to the senses.
____________________________________________________________________
5. Find at least 3 examples of verbs in the Present Simple.
____________________________________________________________________



*Guidelines for Writing a Paragraph
 Choose what you are going to write about.
 Get your ideas in note form.
 Write the paragraph in three parts: a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence.
 Keep to the topic.
 Make sure that the topic is clear.
 Include some adjectives.
 Use the Present Simple to describe. 
 Check spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
 Reread the paragraph, and check if you want to change anything.

Another example:
My Cat
	My first little kitten has turned into a beautiful cat. Its fur is white, which makes the perky ears on the top of its head look a little pink. Its eyes are big and yellow. When it is wide awake and in trouble, they can look as bright as the sun. Its nose is pink, and under this is its mouth. It is usually open or talking or has a wily smile on it. On both sides of its mouth are whiskers. They are long and seem to dance in the sunlight. This seemingly innocent head is attached to a rather plump, but hardly lazy, body. Its legs are strong and allow it to make an escape in a matter of minutes. At the end of its body is a long tail that is constantly in motion. In short, I have to say that I love everything about this cute animal.
(*perky: lively, energetic / *wily: malicious / *plump: rounded in shape)

*Exercise 2: Write a Descriptive Paragraph.
In pairs, write a descriptive paragraph. Choose one of the following topics:
 Write a description of someone in your family or someone that you know.
 Write a description of an animal of your choice.
Write in your own words!
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