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Clauses,Phrases,andSentences

Clause

Aclauseisagroupofwordsthatcontainsasubjectandaverb.Theretwotypesof
clauses:independentanddependentclause.

IndependentClause

Anindependentclauseisacompleteideaandcanstandaloneasasentence.

DependentClause(SubordinateClause)

Andependentclauseisnotacompleteidea,itmustbeattachedtoanindependent
clausetobecomeone.

Sentence

Asentenceisasetofwordsthatiscompleteinitself,typicallycontainingasubjectand
apredicate(apredicateistheverbalclausewhichconsistsofaverbanditsmodifiers).
Therearefourtypesofsentences:simplesentence,compoundsentence,complex
sentence,compound-complexsentence.

SimpleSentence

Asimplesentenceconsistsofoneindependentclause.

Example:

ThenumberofUKSchoolsofPharmacyissettodouble.

CompoundSentence

Acompoundsentenceconsistsatleastoftwoindependentclauseswhichcanbe
joinedtogetherusingacomma,semicolon(;),orcommaandacoordinatingconjunction.

Example:

Cocaineisaveryeffectivelocalanaesthetic,butduetoaprofoundstimulantactionon
theCNSithasbeenreplacedinmostroutineprocedureswithsynthetic,non-addictive,
analoguessuchaslidocaine(lignocaine),prilocaine,procaine,etc.



ComplexSentence

Acomplexsentenceconsistsofatleastoneindependentclauseandonedependent
clause.Thetwoclausescanbejoinedtogetherwithasubordinatingconjunction.When
thedependentclause(subordinateclause)comesatfirst,weputacommaafterit.

Example:

Adrugisnotconsideredtobeinthebodyuntilithasbeenabsorbedacrossthegutwall
andintothebloodstream.

Compound-complexSentence

Acompound-complexsentenceconsistsofatleasttwoindependentclausesandone
dependentclause.

Example:

Normally,compoundsthatcontainanitrogenatomarebasic(ammonia,amines,
heterocycles,etc.),butthesecompoundsareonlybasicifthelonepairofelectronson
thenitrogenisavailableforreactionwithH+ionstoformsalts.

Phrase

Aphraseisagroupofwordsthatstandtogetherasasinglegrammaticalunit,typically
asapartofaclauseorasentence.Thereareeighttypesofphrases:nounphrase,verb
phrase,gerundphrase,infinitivephrase,appositivephrase,participalphrase,
prepositionalphrase,absolutephrase.(Thephraseisbetweenthesquarebrackets)

Nounphrase:itconsistsofanounandallitsmodifiers.

Eg:[Pharmaceuticalchemistry]
modifier noun

Verbphrase:itconsistsofaverbandallitsmodifiers.

Eg:Proteins[arecomposedofabout20differentaminoacids.]
verb modifiers

Gerundphrase:itisanounphrasestartingwithagerund.

Eg:[Dissolvingsaltinwater],thecompounddissociatescompletelyto
gerund

givesolvatedanionsamdcations.

Infinitivephrase:itstartswithaninfinitiveverb.

Eg:[Tounderstandanythingaboutadrug],itrequiresathoroughand

infinitiveverb



comprehensiveunderstandingofthechemicalstructureofthedrug
andhowthisstructureinfluencesthepropertiesandbehaviourofthe
druginthebody.

Appositivephrase:itrestates,definesanoun,andgivesextrainformationtothereader.
Itconsistsofoneormorewords.Wefindtheappositivephrasebetweenbrackets,or
commas,ordasheswhenitisunessential.Nopunctuationisusedwhenthephraseis
essential.

Eg:TheSwedishchemistSvanteAngustArrheniussuggestedthat

essentialappositivephrase

sollutionsthatconductelectricity(so-calledelectrolytes)doso

unessentialappositivephrase

becausetheydissociateintochargedspeciescalledions.

Participalphrase:itstartswithapastparticipal.

Eg:[Eradicatedbymedicines],diseasescannolongerstand.
Pastparticipal

Prepositionalphrase:itstartswithaprepositionandcanactasanoun,adjective,or
adverb.

Eg:[Incellmembranes],cholesterolincreasesmembranerigidity

preposition

andisessentialformaintainingtheintegrityofthemembrane.

Absolutephrase:ithasasubjectbutnotanactionverb.

Eg:Thehighsurfaceareaofthesmallintestineisachievedduetoits
convolutedfoldedstructure,whichisincreasedfurtherbythe
presenceofmicrovilli,[smalltube-likestructure],[liketinyhairs].

NB:Theteacherwelcomesquestionsforfurtherclarification.Sendyourquestionsto
thefollowinge-mail:koukiro2@gmail.com


